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Dr Chloe Lai is a journalist-turned-storyteller. She runs a non-profit website titled Urban Diary

to promote sustainability in Hong Kong and beyond (website: http://www.urbandiarist.com;

Facebook: ovalurbandiary). The website documents Hongkongers’ mundane tales by words,
photos, sound and moving images. She believes these tales of everyday life is the treasure trove
for everyone who wants to understand and improve contemporary urban living. Her journalism

background and collected tales contributes to her knowledge of the city’s past and present.

In 2015, Dr Lai’s work online was turned into a bilingual publication titled Urban Diary. The
book was named by the Hong Kong Urban Laboratory as one of the top 10 books in Urban
Studies. In 2018, Dr Lai and her peers in the Comparative Literature Department, The
University of Hong Kong, founded Hong Kong’s first humanities library “Nose in the Books”.



