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'The Evolution of Hong Kong’s Countryside
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1860F R ABEM IR F B RESILHEE AR D o A photo of the Hong Kong Botanical Gardens taken in the
1860s shows the barren hillsides in Hong Kong. # % Photo by: Floyd, William Pryor"
[l U5 Picture source: Bath Royal Literary and Scientific Institution and Special Collections, University of Bristol Library (www.hpcbristol.net).

1920F AR B EHE BT RS Aberdeen fishing port in the 1920s. # & Photo by: Denis H. Hazell
& i A< Picture source: Historical Photographs of China and Special Collections, University of Bristol Library (www.hpcbristol.net)

Hong Kong has transformed from a small village to an international metropolis in just over a century.
In this issue, we have selected several significant rural incidents to illustrate the evolution journey of

modern Hong Kong’s countryside and villages.

1840s — WWII Era: Afforestation plans and
self-sufficient rural economies

In the early days of Hong Kong being a trading port, the Hong Kong Island was described as a barren
rock by a British official. The original forests in Hong Kong had gradually deteriorated due to farming
and logging for fuelwood by the residents. In 1879, the British Hong Kong government upgraded
the “Gardens and Afforestation Section” to “Botanical and Afforestation Department” and started
afforestation on the hills of Hong Kong Island to enhance the landscape. The afforestation efforts later
expanded to the New Territories for water catchment protection. Unfortunately, during WWII, due
to fuel shortages, most of the trees were once again cut down, halting the afforestation work until after

the war.

When the United Kingdom leased the New Territories in 1898, it was primarily an agricultural society
which was home to hundreds of villages inhabited by Punti and Hakka clans. The Puntis had settled
in Hong Kong before the Ming dynasty, establishing walled villages in fertile areas like Yuen Long,
Fanling, and Sheung Shui. Hakka migrants arrived in the early Qing dynasty, settling in the hilly areas.
These clans were later recognised by the British Hong Kong government as the “indigenous inhabitants
of the New Territories”. Despite the lease, the government focused its administration on the urban
areas, resulting in minimal changes in the New Territories. Villagers of the New Territories mainly
engaged in rice cultivation for self-sufficiency, with economic activities concentrated in the old markets
such as Tai Po Market and Yuen Long Market. In addition, coastal villagers engaged in fishing activities,

including those on the Hong Kong Island.

1898F & TR KXY TEAS IR E — L FULARIE © British and Chinese Commissioners fixing the first
boundary mark in the New Territories at Sha Tau Kok in 1898.
& /A8 Picture source: The National Archives of the UK (Flickr CO 1069-480-25)

1930F R EREIRITRAIB =R Farmers harvesting and threshing in the 1930s. %% Photo by: Hagger, F.
[ J7 A€ U8 Picture source: Historical Photographs of China and Special Collections, University of Bristol Library (www.hpcbristol.net)

1950F R AHHEFEFR A traditional walled village in Tai Po in the 1950s. # % Photo by: Funnell, Martin
i#] 7 A€ U5 Picture source: Historical Photographs of China and Special Collections, University of Bristol Library (www.hpcbristol.net)
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BB RIEM AR X HEIERE R o Post-war new immigrants established vegetable farms and non-indigenous villages.

]} HE 5 Picture source: s AT TEE EUF Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Government

REHRERDEREREBEARE  ERNLOEEZTE

The Kadoorie Agricultural Aid Association distributed pigs to farmers
to diversify the rural economy.

il A5 Picture source: 7 i1 €7 %% Wil H The Hong Kong Heritage Project
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Post-war Era — 1960s: Gradual shift from rice cultivation to
vegetable cultivation

After WWII, the influx of refugees from the Mainland brought new farming techniques to Hong Kong.
They leased land from indigenous villagers to cultivate high-profit vegetables or raise livestock. From
the late 1950s to the early 1960s, many indigenous villagers moved to Western Europe or to the urban
areas of Hong Kong and Kowloon to seek better opportunities. Mainland immigrants farmed on the
abandoned farmland and built squatter huts, forming non-indigenous villages. Vegetable cultivation

gradually became mainstream. The local vegetable self-sufficiency rate reached 30% in the 1960s.

Post-war population growth strained Hong Kong’s food supply, prompting the government to support
agriculture. It granted loans to farmers through the Vegetable Marketing Organization Loan Fund, the
J. E. Joseph Trust Fund, and the Kadoorie Agricultural Aid Loan Fund. The Kadoorie Agricultural Aid
Association founded by the Kadoorie brothers also provided training and agricultural inputs to farmers.
In 1964, the Agriculture and Forestry Department merged with the Co-operative Development and
Fisheries Department to form the Agriculture and Fisheries Department, promoting agriculture and

fisheries development while protecting the countryside and wildlife.
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1975 B ZE IR B = RR K9 ¥ 42 Aerial photo of Sha Tin New Town under construction in 1975.
& F 3R Picture source: 7 W5 43 A4 7 B IR EUR 22 [ B L 227 & Common Spatial Data Infrastructure Portal, HKSAR Government

1977 F R BERBEF RBEBEMEKE - HR2ESFHRKHENEENRIR ° Tai Tam Country Park in 1977
contains four reservoirs which were key water storage facilities of the Hong Kong Island in early years.
I 1 AU Picture source: & HERFAI T # B Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Government

1970s — 1980s: Development of new towns and establishment
of country parks

With increasing Mainland immigration and population growth, urban development in Hong Kong
and Kowloon reached capacity. In the 1970s, the government launched the New Town Development
Plan in the New Territories. By the 1980s, the development of third-generation new towns had begun.
In addition to providing public housing, the new towns also provided necessary services and included
industrial and commercial areas, gradually developing into self-sufficient communities. Simultaneously,
the government preserved the natural environment as a leisure destination for the urban population.
The Country Parks Ordinance took effect in 1970, establishing 21 country parks within three years,

covering almost 40% of Hong Kong’s land.

With the official objectives to enhance rural housing and sanitation, the government introduced
the “New Territories Small House Policy” in 1972, allowing adult male descendant of indigenous
inhabitants of the New Territories to apply once to build a small house within the village environ. A
lot of three-story Spanish-style small houses were constructed since then, replacing traditional village

houses. The policy was often abused, with many small houses sold to outsiders.

By the 1980s, Hong Kong’s agriculture had reached its peak. It subsequently declined gradually in
the face of challenges such as dwindling farmland, increased competition, rising costs, economic
transformation, and reduced government support. Much of the farmland was abandoned or converted

into open storage uses. Private developers also hoarded farmland as their land reserves.

1985F B EF AR B 4V708 AH ° Tsuen Wan New Town had a population of around 700,000 in 1985.
[ AR Picture source: Fr W5 45 FIl 7 B I BT Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Government

BEHERAERSBERE AT © BR1986FHIMIERBE REFTIRE © Country parks attracted countless hikers. The
photo shows Bride’s Pool in Plover Cove Country Park in 1986.
JT AR Picture source: A 5 I AT B BUN Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Government
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PRI RERLIN977F6 R - REBEHIBT AR — « RAEAKEFIKIERBATRKESRKHIKE - R AERBHARNEEKE—FNEHERAEETHET B S EHR AT M EAENEERE -
RNEMBSHERIK - Designated in June 1977, Shing Mun Country Park is one of the first country parks in Early Cretaceous rhyolitic columnar rock formation at High Island Reservoir in Sai Kung East Country Park is an
Hong Kong. Shing Mun Reservoir in Shing Mun Country Park was the largest reservoir of the pre-war period and important attraction of the Hong Kong UNESCO Global Geopark.

provided water for both Kowloon and the Hong Kong Island. [ F A5 Picture source: i 1 X7 Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department
[ A2 U Picture source: A #EHFHIATEURBUN Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Government
g g op g

A BB B A B L HIES, 646 A E - REBBHAMNIBE QB ° Occupying 5,646 hectares, Lantau South Country WIRALTIEE BB REFK L R2024F3 8 - REBFE25EEAE ° Newly established in March 2024, Robin's
Park is the largest country park in Hong Kong.

Nest Country Park at Sha Tau Kok is the 25th country park in Hong Kong.
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1990s — 2000s: Government and green groups promoted
ecological and rural conservation

In the 1990s, nature and rural conservation efforts were primarily driven by the government and
green groups. In 1995, the government designated approximately 1,500 hectares of wetland in Mai
Po and Inner Deep Bay as a Ramsar Site, marking the city’s first international conservation project. To
compensate for the wetlands lost due to the Tin Shui Wai New Town development, the government
started constructing the Hong Kong Wetland Park as an ecological mitigation area in 1998 (opened
to the public in 2006). In 2002, the government released the “Study on Revitalisation of Tai O:
Recommended Revitalisation Strategy” for restoring the prosperity of the Tai O fishing village, protect
the natural environment and cultural heritage, attract tourists, and meet local community needs. In
2009, the Hong Kong Geopark was established (renamed as Hong Kong UNESCO Global Geopark

in 2015) to promote nature conservation, science education, and sustainable development.

Ecological threats to private land in rural areas have drawn significant attention from green groups.
These include a developer’s proposal of a residential and golf course project in Sha Lo Tung, as well as
the plan by the Kowloon-Canton Railway Corporation to construct a flyover across the Long Valley
wetland for the Lok Ma Chau spur line. These projects not only threatened natural ecosystems but
would also distupt the rural landscape. In the early 1990s, there were conflicts among all rural actors,

including developers, villagers, green groups, and farmers. Little consensus could be reached.

In 2004, the government introduced the “New Nature Conservation Policy” to enhance the ecological
conservation of private land. 12 Priority Sites for Enhanced Conservation, including Ramsar Site, Sha
Lo Tung, and Long Valley and Ho Sheung Heung, were identified and the Public-Private Partnership
and Management Agreement schemes were proposed. This policy implies that the government finally sees
ecologically important areas as public goods and is willing to put aside public resources to conserve and

manage them. This policy also helped private landowners see other values of their land besides development.

KIBBARERBMISIFKY - BHEM [ERRE] At AAAELEBEEHEEE o Mai Po Nature Reserve was established in 1983 and is a “bird paradise” of Hong Kong managed by WWF-Hong Kong.

[ A2 Ui Picture source: 5 [ SR FEE @ &0 & W WE-Hong Kong

REMMNEEBSEB2005F EERRRAEEHHAE - ERZHIERERTT ° BIFR20195 1= 2 R0 E 5
Bt - BV EBREAERRE © The Conservancy Association and The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society have
implemented management agreement project in Long Valley since 2005, successfully increased the bird biodiversity there.
In 2019, The government resumed the core areas of Long Valley for the development of the Long Valley Nature Park.

il 1R Picture source: A LS & The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society

RREEEEANEEZRE  Z5NREBEEFANEL © Tai O was an important fishing port in Hong Kong. It still retains
the traditional fishing village setting.
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2013%F ' EBHAEMRIAXREEHEK LT - REHDEFREKEE ° Nearly a hundred citizens formed a heart-shaped human chain at Tai Long Sai Wan in 2013 to express concerns for countryside conservation.

& A& Picture source: A AL The Conservancy Association
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Lai Chi Wo has been revitalised starting with agricultural rehabilitation.
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Since 2017, a local art teacher has been leading students and volunteers to paint over a hundred murals in Kam Tin,
Yuen Long, which has enhanced the tourism of villages in Kam Tin.

2010s — Present: The role of rural areas in Hong Kong's
sustainable development has drawn attention from various
sectors of society

Since the 2010s, rural conservation has gained attention from various sectors of society as public
awareness for conservation has increased. In 2010, a wealthy businessman acquired private land from
local villagers in the country park enclave of Tai Long Sai Wan with the intention of building a mansion.
This sparked multiple public campaigns to protect Tai Long Sai Wan. At that time, there were a total of
77 such enclaves of village houses and agricultural lands in Hong Kong deliberately excluded from the
country park during the country park designation to avoid opposition or compensation claims from
villagers. The Tai Long Sai Wan incident prompted the government to examine these enclaves and
pledge to incorporate the remaining 54 enclaves into country parks or put them under the statutory

planning framework.

The planning and development of the North East New Territories New Development Areas and the
controversy surrounding the construction works of Express Rail Link at Choi Yuen Tsuen triggered
public concern over local agricultural development. There have been increasing calls for preserving local
agriculture and increasing the market share of local produce. In response, the government launched
the “New Agriculture Policy” in 2016 to promotes sustainable agricultural development through
measures such as setting up an Agri-Park, establishing a Sustainable Agricultural Development Fund,

and exploring the designation of Agricultural Priority Areas.

In 2013, the “Sustainable Lai Chi Wo” programme was launched through collaboration between Lai
Chi Wo village, The University of Hong Kong, civil society organisations, and the business sector. This
project gained government support and recognition. It broke the traditional barrier between indigenous
villagers and external organisations. The revitalisation of Lai Chi Wo has also propelled rural policy
development. In 2017, the Policy Address announced efforts to enhance rural conservation, including
the establishment of the Countryside Conservation Office. The government also established the
Sustainable Lantau Office at the end 0f 2017. The 2021 Policy Address proposed the construction of the
Northern Metropolis, a major development strategy for Hong Kong’s future, emphasising the planning
principle of “Urban-Rural Integration and Co-existence of Development and Conservation”. While
the actual implementation and its results are yet to be seen, the Northern Metropolis Development
Strategy has been heatedly debated among the society’s actors on the integration and conflict between

conservation and development.

Despite experiencing social, economic, and political changes, three-quarters of Hong Kong’s land are
still rural. The concept of urban-rural integration has gained public attention and even become the
direction for the city’s future development. Perhaps it may still take some time, but with the collaborative
efforts of various sectors, the unique natural and cultural values of Hong Kong’s rural areas will blossom

once again in the near future!
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The Next Decade of Urban-Rural Symbiosis
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#A R B R
#Sustainable food system
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Food production, processing, consumption, and waste management are the most important aspects of
urban-rural interaction and exchange. The 2021 United Nations Food Systems Summit highlighted
the importance of stronger collaboration and resource-sharing between urban and rural communities
to establish food systems that are more inclusive, environmentally-friendly, and innovative. Urban
areas can provide markets, technology, and innovation opportunities, while rural areas can provide

high-quality food and ecosystem services.

In the last decade, urban-rural symbiosis has become a key issue in sustainable development. The
COVID-19 pandemic has further highlighted the importance of interdependence between urban and
rural areas. Despite growing recognition of the need for sustainable rural development, much of the
attention has been on the development and conservation paradox, with a lack of imagination into the
actual sustainable pathways that rural areas and communities should take.

In the coming decade, Hong Kong will launch several large-scale regional development projects.
What urban and rural imagination do we need to address future challenges? We have selected
five globally trending sustainable development concepts to discuss the direction of Hong Kong’s

urban-rural symbiosis.

#7E B R Wt b
#Ecosystem services
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Despite most of the global population living in urban areas, rural areas are the main places that
provide essential ecosystem services for our survival. Ecosystem services refer to the various benefits
that natural ecosystems provide to humans, such as air purification, water resource protection,
food production, and climate regulation. Cities rely on rural areas to meet these needs, so urban
development should adopt sustainable development strategies that do not harm the supply of

ecosystem services.
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The creation of artificial wetlands in the New Taipei City region is a nature-based solution example
that makes use of the wetland ecosystem's natural purification mechanism to treat urban sewage while
providing habitats for wildlife near urban area.

#IE A B 5E

#Regenerative agriculture / aquaculture
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Organic and regenerative farming share some common principles but differ in goals and practices.
Regenerative farming goes beyond organic practices and seeks more actively to improve soil health,
sequester carbon, increase biodiversity, and restore ecosystems in its production model. Both
approaches contribute to sustainable agriculture, but regenerative farming prioritises restoring and

enhancing natural resources, aiming for a net positive impact on the environment.

i A Ml 2 K o PR BB 153 5 1 - DSOS 0 B R 2 SR AR SR 1R - IREFIE B eI (L 2
Mt o Bl EE IR S 8 A o (36 1 28 M s R Rl 6T » A BB B BRI BR AR B B - B BUni e
BE S BRI 3R © A local food and beverage brand partners with local farms to create a circular

economy by recycling kitchen waste into fish fertiliser and natural enzymes. These are used to grow
fresh produce without the need for chemicals, and the products are supplied to local restaurants and
stores. This photo shows the kitchen waste enzymes at Hung Yat Farm.
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#Nature-based solutions
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Nature-based solutions use natural processes, ecosystems, and biodiversity to address environmental
and social problems such as climate change, water scarcity, and land degradation. They can be in-
tegrated into urban-rural connection strategies for resource sharing and cooperation. For instance,
investing in green infrastructure like urban forests and wetlands to improve air quality and reduce
flood risks. We can make use of the power of nature to strengthen urban-rural connections for creat-

ing resilient, sustainable, and liveable environments.

o ZMWEE B EAEHERS " BOARIITE . MPPVERCREOR G X - BERBEURE R R
¥ BEHE B 8 E D 2 BE AT - SR eI PLBGE S A S PE PRI Bl - 2552 R LB R
W o BIZABE MR MER o Agroforestry, a regenerative agriculture practice, is promoted in

many coffee production countries to restore farmland ecosystem health and increase biodiversity. It also
provides additional income streams by incorporating other crops and trees alongside coffee cultivation.
This photo shows the agroforest coffee farm at Lai Chi Wo.
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#Clircular economy
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By applying circular economy principles, we can create an efficient resource circulation network
between urban and rural areas. Waste materials (such as food waste) can be transformed into raw
materials (such as agricultural fertilisers), minimising waste and pollution while creating new value

through resource reuse.
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Rural Community Resilience
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Resilience Framework
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RE[E N4 A Diagram adapted from:
Fielke, S., Kaye-Blake W., Smith W., and Vibart R.. (2017). Operationalising rural community resilience: framing indicators
for measurement. Report for Resilient Rural Communities Programme. AgResearch, Hamilton, New Zealand.
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Rural areas are facing many challenges. Rapid urban development has been causing rural population
loss, economic recession, and environmental degradation. Climate change and environmental disasters
are also threats to rural sustainability. It is crucial to improve the ability of rural communities to cope

with external pressures and disturbances, i.e., their resilience.

The concept of “resilience” was first used in physics to describe the ability of a material to resume its original
shape after external shocks. The concept was later used in ecology to describe the ability of ecosystems to
recover from disturbances. In the 21st century, resilience theory has been widely applied in social sciences.

Rural studies are increasingly concerned with rural community resilience.

Rural community resilience not only refers to the communities™ reactive response to external shocks, but
also covers disaster preparedness and community empowerment. It includes the communities’ deliberate
improvement of their skills and ability to make good use of community resources, enhance community
cohesion, and establish external connections. These enable rural communities to influence the changing

environments and develop new ways to respond, so that they can develop sustainably.

Rural community resilience can be measured from multiple aspects, including economic resilience (such
as productivity and industrial structure), environmental resilience (such as land and water resources and
biodiversity), social resilience (such as trust and social well-being), institutional resilience (such as power
distribution and participation in decision-making), cultural resilience (such as sense of identity and
cultural inheritance), and external factors (such as access to external information and connection with

experts).
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Revive Forest Village Landscape

Enhance Ecosystem Services
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The first phase of the “Forest Village: Mui Tsz Lam and Kop Tong sustainable village” programme
organised by the Centre for Civil Society and Governance (the Centre) commenced in February 2021.
The 3-year programme, supported by the Countryside Conservation Funding Scheme under the
Countryside Conservation Office, aims to revitalise and utilise the natural and cultural resources in the

village, and increase the stewardship of all stakeholders for these living heritages.

In terms of nature conservation, farmland restoration and management are carried out to rejuvenate the
villages through crop production and other farming-related activities. In addition, habitats and species

around the villages are conserved to increase the biodiversity and the related ecosystem services.

In terms of cultural conservation, a dilapidated village house has been restored and the village
environment has been enhanced for community engagement and future development. Furthermore,
some of the abandoned terrace farmland has been transformed into a camping ground. Integrating the
rich Hakka cultural assets such as vernacular architecture and agricultural landscape, various related

public activities are held for public education and appreciation.

The project has successfully garnered the support and contribution of not only the villagers, but also the
enthusiastic citizens. They have actively participated in volunteering activities and guided tour training.
The project also invites different artists, architects and landscape architects to enhance the beauty of

rural landscape.

With these important foundations, it is a vital time to sustain the revitalisation effort to ensure the long-term
sustainability of the villages. The Centre started the second phase of the project in May 2024, continuing to
enhance the ecosystem services provided by the forest villages as a Nature-based solution. One major focus is

to empower villagers and volunteers to implement and take charge of conservation works.

FHEIRE| TR - JERTHE - AAAKE - BITRANET2H -

The programme has attracted participation from villagers, NGOs, private organisations, artists and volunteers.

ARBEMAB Rural Sustainability
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Rural Sustainability Programme —
APAC Initiative for Regional Impact
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The programme has trained a pool of outstanding Fellows from Hong Kong, Mainland China, Taiwan, and Thailand to
become rural revitalisation leaders.
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The Centre for Civil Society and Governance at The University of Hong Kong initiated the Rural
Sustainability Programme — APAC Initiative for Regional Impact (AIRI) in 2021. Supported by The
Hongkong Bank Foundation, the three-year programme aims to build a regional network of universities
as well as international and local organisations and incubate change fellows for the attainment of rural

sustainability in Asia-Pacific.

The Centre, together with the School of Public Policy and Management of Tsinghua University, University
Outreach Office of Chengchi University, and Department of Development and Sustainability of Asian
Institute of Technology, jointly founded the regional consortium. Each of the consortium members
has been engaging its local and international partners to gather energy and momentum for knowledge

generation, dissemination, and application.

The four universities are jointly conducting research on the rural sustainability efforts that have taken
place in Hong Kong, Mainland China, Taiwan, and Thailand. Findings of the studies will contribute to
a better understanding of the diverse pathways to rural sustainability in Asia-Pacific and coalesce into an

Asia-Pacific model of rural sustainability.

The Programme launched the AIRI Urban-Rural Sustainability Fellowship 2022-23 which offered a
series of online and experiential training sessions to empower and connect over 90 Fellows and Associate
Fellows selected by the four universities. The fellowship scheme also organised the "AIRI Urban-Rural
Sustainability Action Proposal Competition" for the Fellowship graduates. The four winning proposal
teams from Hong Kong, Mainland China, Taiwan and Thailand respectively have each received a seed

grant of up to US$25,000 for project implementation.
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Roundup of Rural Start-up and

Co-creation Schemes
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Our "Rural in Action Start-up” and "Co-creation of Community” schemes, launched in 2018, incubated
17 local projects showcasing the vitality of more than 10 villages through culture, art, agriculture, fisheries,
education, technology, wellness, and green living. These schemes not only provided funds but also support in
terms of information, network, tools, publicity, and knowledge. Most teams have continued their projects after

the scheme, with seven receiving other funding and two generating sufficient income to continue.

In addition, several key success factors have been identified from the project teams:

1. Originality and independence — the project team should not rely too much on external parties’ inputs
which can hinder the project's originality and flexibility;

2. Experience working with rural communities - urban experience may not directly apply to villages;

3. Focus on implementation details - internal communication, division of labor, decision-making, and

coordination are crucial for sustaining enthusiasm and progress.

Our experience has shown that art is an effective medium for rebranding rural areas and promoting ecological

and cultural tourism. It is likely that more diverse art attempts will occur in local rural areas.

[EBXBENENER | A [HRIA SRR FHEIEE T ZTCRBDAIFIEE -
The “Rural in Action Start-up Scheme” and “Co-creation of the Community” Scheme have incubated a diversity of in-
novative rural projects..
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Six Reasons to Support Local Agriculture
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We have introduced many local agricultural products in the previous issues. Some people may ask why we should

specifically support local agricultural products. Let’s take a look at six reasons -

Shorter food mileages
Local production and consumption shorten the transportation distance of food, reducing the energy and carbon

emissions produced during long-distance transportation and storage. This helps mitigate global warming.

Fresher and more caring
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Local produce can be harvested closer to full maturity, improving quality. Local farmers also have a better

understanding of the needs of local consumers, thus can provide more caring and flexible services.

Responsible production and consumption
Local producers and consumers have a greater sense of responsibility for the local environment and society,

making it easier to create a value chain with a conscience.

Preserving local characteristics
Products rooted in a region carry the characteristics and history of that region. These are something that imported
products cannot imitate and are part of the cultural identity. Supporting local agriculture helps preserve the local

cultural features.

Green and circular economy potential

Although the contribution of agricultural production to local GDP may seem small, agricultural systems can
digest organic waste from households or food and beverage industries to produce fertilisers, realizing the local
circulation of useful resources. Agriculture also nurtures related green economic projects, such as agricultural

tourism, which can create alternative employment opportunities.

Multiple functions of agriculture
Farmland not only produces food but also provides ecosystem services such as soil and water conservation, carbon
sequestration, and habitat conservation through good agricultural practices. It also provides a place for the general

public to relax and learn.
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PSL aspires to build the social-ecological resilience as a way to enhance the capitals for sustainability. We seek to cultivate a collaborative ecosystem that coalesces community of interest and talents, and pulls together resources from the

business, government and non-profit sector across the urban-rural value chains for mainstreaming nature-based solution (NbS), resource circularity and regenerative system thinking.
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The "HSBC Rural Sustainability" programme is organised by the Policy for Sustainability Lab to incubate a mix of socio-economic models for rural communities, including the eco-agriculture, co-production and co-creation of the
community. It supports the formulation of a sustainability assessment framework, and creates new avenues for setting up the Academy for Sustainable Communities which offers a suite of courses covering sustainable development
in both urban and rural communities.
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